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1 Purpose of the report 

 
1.1  The purpose of this report is to obtain Township’s approval for the release of a 

number of surplus plots of land in Rochdale for disposal.  
 
2 Recommendations 

 
Members are asked to approve the following sites be released for disposal; 
 
2.1   Agenda Item a) Land at Cut Lane/Caldershaw Road, Rochdale: . 
 
2.2  Agenda Item b) Land at Bentley Street/Sweet Briar Close, Rochdale: .  
 
2.3  Agenda Item c) Land at Noon Sun Street, Rochdale: .  

 
2.4  Agenda Item e) Land adj 27 Brookdale, Rochdale: .  
 
2.5  Agenda Item f) Land at Swift Road, Rochdale:  
 
2.6  Agenda Item g) Land at Belfield Lane, Rochdale: .  
 
2.7  Agenda Item h) Land at Holly Street and Badger Lane, Rochdale: l.  
 
2.8 Agenda Item i) Land at Parkfield Steet and Gilbrook Way, Rochdale:    

 
 
 
3 Background 
 

3.1 The Director of Economy & Environment, in his capacity as the Council’s head 
of planning and estates functions, is continually reviewing Council-owned 
assets to identify sites that might be surplus to requirements and suitable for 
development and/or disposal. The sites described in paragraph 3.5 below and 



 
 

shown on the attached plans have been identified as having potential for 
disposal for development and capital receipts. It is proposed that they are 
released for disposal on the open market. 

 
3.2 In respect of all the sites the Head of Planning has prepared briefs for 

developers, outlining the appropriate development options. These briefs are 
available with the background papers to this report. 

 
3.3 It is proposed that the interest within the borough for plots of land for self-build 

residential development is explored by reserving two of the sites for this 
purpose. Particular terms and conditions of sale will need to be introduced in 
order to ensure completion of the development. 

 
3.4 It is noted that the disposal of some of these sites may previously have been 

considered and rejected by Members. In such cases, where there is a 
reasonable prospect of a successful sale, it is considered appropriate that 
Members should have the opportunity to periodically review previous decisions 
in the light of changed circumstances.  In addition, the financial challenges 
facing the Council require a pragmatic approach to maximise capital receipts. 

 
3.5 The sites proposed for disposal are shown on the attached plans. The 

circumstances of each site are summarised as follows: 
 

3.5.1  Land at Cut Lane/Caldershaw Road, Rochdale:  
Description - Fairly level, well maintained area within residential properties with 
a few trees and running adjacent to Caldershaw Brook. The site is known to 
have difficult ground conditions which may limit development options. 
Planning Brief – Residential development would be suitable along the frontage 
with Cut Lane, however maintaining and enhancing the greenspace corridor is 
essential. Dwellings will be limited to six in total.    
Preferred option for sale – It is recommended this plot of land is sold through 
public auction for residential development.  

 
3.5.2  Land at Bentley Street/Sweet Briar Close, Rochdale:  

Description - Fairly level, well maintained area of open space within a 
residential neighbourhood.  
Planning Brief – Residential development would be suitable along the frontage 
with New Street and along the frontage with Bentley Street. The size of the 
developable area will allow for in the region of nine dwellings.  
Preferred option for sale – It is recommended this plot of land is sold through 
public auction for residential development.  

 
3.5.3  Land at Noon Sun Street, Rochdale:  

Description - Fairly level area of land covered in rough hard standing within 
close proximity to Whitworth Road and Rochdale Town Centre.  
Planning Brief – Redevelopment of this site would be suitable for residential 
development and there is potential for some offices and financial/professional 
services.  
Preferred option for sale – This site can house one dwelling and it is ideal for a 
self-build development and should be sold by private treaty.  

 
3.5.4  Land adjoining 27 Brookdale, Healey, Rochdale:  

Description - Well-maintained area of open space on a slightly  
sloping site. 
Planning Brief – The most appropriate use of the site would be for housing.                                                                                  
Preferred option for sale – The site is suitable for residential self-build 



 
 

development. The site should be split into two separate plots and sold to 
private developers. The site should be sold by private treaty.  

 
3.5.5  Land at Swift Road, Bamford, Rochdale:  

Description –  
Tree-lined triangular plot backing onto stream with gated entrance.  
Planning Brief – The most appropriate use for the land would be for housing, 
which would need to be compatible with the surrounding buildings.   
Preferred option for sale – It is recommended this plot of land is sold through 
public auction for residential development.  

 
3.5.6  Land at Belfield Lane, Rochdale:  

Description - Fairly level area currently used as grazing. It is surrounded by 
residential properties to the east and south. 
Planning Brief – The site is suitable for redevelopment for residential purposes. 
It is likely that the site could accommodate around seven to ten dwellings.  
Preferred option for sale – It is recommended this plot of land is sold through 
public auction for residential development.  

 
3.5.7  Land at Holly Street and Badger Lane, Rochdale:  

Description - Grassed area with several semi-mature trees, informal open 
space fronting onto Oldham Road.  
Planning Brief – The land would be suitable for redevelopment for small scale 
residential purposes in a style and mix similar and complementary to 
surrounding properties.  
Preferred option for sale – It is recommended this plot of land is sold through 
public auction for residential development.  

 
3.5.8 Land at Parkfield Street and Gilbrook Way, Rochdale:  

Description - A level grassed area with a southern end containing several semi-
mature trees and other foliage. Informal open space fronting onto Oldham 
Road.   
Planning Brief – The site would be suitable for redevelopment for residential 
purposes in a style and mix similar and complementary to surrounding 
properties.  
Preferred option for sale – It is recommended this plot of land is sold through 
public auction for residential development.  

 
Alternatives considered 
 
3.10  Retain some or all of the sites in their current use. Retention of these sites will 

not secure capital receipts or beneficial development, nor reduce the Council’s 
financial and/or environmental liabilities.  

 
4 Financial Implications 
 

4.1 The implementation of the recommendations within this report will result in a 
reduction in future management costs in respect of the plots of land and will 
yield capital receipts for the Council. 

 
5   Legal Implications 
 

5.1 That following receipt of any instructions, the Head of Legal & Governance 
Reform be authorised to advise appropriate Council Services, to prepare the 
appropriate legal documents and execute such documents on behalf of the 
Council. 



 
 

 
6  Personnel Implications 
 

6.1  There are no personnel implications arising from this report. 
 
7 Corporate Priorities 
 

7.1  The disposals will meet the objectives of the Council’s Asset Strategy by 
reducing the number of Council owned assets and financial liabilities and by 
obtaining capital receipts. 

 
7.2  The Council is committed to release surplus assets and to continually review its 

need to hold land and property assets. Disposal of surplus assets assists the 
Council in its provision of services by producing capital receipts, reducing 
borrowing, reducing grant reliance and assists in achieving the efficiency 
targets. The disposal of surplus assets reduces the Council’s liabilities and the 
release of development opportunities encourages economic activity in the 
Borough 

 
8. Risk Assessment Implications  
 

8.1  All sites are currently vacant apart from land at Belfield Lane which is currently 
used for the purpose of grazing. Retaining such sites in their current use carries 
the risk of liabilities such as fly-tipping, anti-social behavior and regular or ad 
hoc maintenance obligations.  

 
 

9. Equalities Impacts 
 

9.1  Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment 
 

There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report. 
 
9.2  Equality/Community Impact Assessments 

 

There are no equality/community issues arising from this report. 
 

 

Background Papers 

Document Place of Inspection 

Planning Briefs for all the sites considered 
within this report 

Estates and Asset Management 
Floor 4 Number One Riverside 
Contact: Mohammed Nadeem 01706 924170 
 

 

 


